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1. - The fol]nwiha oolmm appaared in t.ho 22 Pebrusry 5’7 issue of ,:,i,

"Syrien Poeling 13 Like Deun of Heiji Erl" )
"Syria is & eountry *@rith a population of less than 4 ,000,000 people. : i
My>Impressicns ‘of’the country were that its govermment waa pro-Russian and that <
the Eisenhower Middl stern policy had been Lormilated taking this into account. .
I spent four dayl i.n Syrh and eoncontratod Iost. of my. effort' on trying to clar

these points. - '
At the time, tho president, the premier und the chief of start vere in India .and’,

Hows:

Cairo. =
But I waw able to.. set . the vice—preaident (eoncurrently defense mi.nister) the N T
financs minister, .the. vioo-chief of the genersl staf!, the oomander of ths central L,
M:llitary Distriot and other: ‘military leaders. .
1 also talked to' .students, people in the street end some farmars. s
The conclusion I reédched after these talks was that Americs is too sennitive t.o
oommunist activities in Syria and is too sfraid of the Syrian. Commnist- Party. o
The gist of an- intervlou I had \rlth vice-preaident(vho is also speaker of the ..
house) 18 as follovsl R ke

I‘uajii It seems to me that the nationalist movement in your' oountry ia inclined -
to be pro-Russian - moving sway from the US. .

_ Vice-President: . Weatern natione (including the US) are ‘afraid of Arabinations
unifying and are adoptdng policies designed to keep them apart. Furthermore,. they . :
chaged the Arabs out and created Israel artiﬁoial.u We must work to overcome these ke
two problems - first fo eliminate the cancerous. gmwt.h of: Israol, and - secondly to :
unify the Arab nation8; .-

: Tsujit Then why-do you quarrel with your bmthar nation, Iraq? Wam't 1t ‘a8
foolish thing to blow-up the. -pipelines? - %

Vice-Prosidentlaﬁx There-is no mtagoniam betmn the peoples or Iraq ‘and Syria.

The feeling of the twH: pooples is the seme. But there is definite proof that Britain
and America plotted Tebellions ‘dn ‘Byria by helping the Iraq premier send am-‘ bere.

D Tusjis In Iraq it wes said that the pruent govemment of Syria waa e
friendship with Russia in order ta fight. Irage: " - D
g Vice-President:: Iraq is mistaken. - We.are not approacbing Ruaaiu for tbat reuon
Yor three years we have been asking Britein, bmce and Americecto sell us arms in .
order to defend ourselyes’ against JAnvation from’ Israel ‘- all in‘vain. ‘But they gs've
arms to. Israel unconditignally. Out of neceuity we hed to buy arms’ from, Rnaeia. .
We wouldn 't have- boughtithem fmm ‘Russia if J’apan would have sold' them to uss - It is
‘Americsn propaganda ‘~'anhd crong as wll. to aay that trade v:lth Ruuia 1a the equiv--
1ont of becomihg commmists. e
.7 "The interview: with ‘the' vioe-pmier uent along the following l:l.nes. e

“Dafeiige Coot '
. Tasjis: What perpmtaga of your budget 1s taken by defeuao expenditurea? :

. Vice-Premier:: Fifty-five percent. . . :

“ . Tusjis In Japan;-it is only 13 percont... Doesn't 1t s'a"c‘m L} litth large for a x
small eoun'bxy -1iks Syria? c :

_ Vice~Premier: It has’ to be hrga bacause -we have [ etrong and aggrenive country
such as_Irrael an our neighbor,

- .. -Teujis- Aren't theré any atrings attachad to Russian am, -uch ag’ having Ruu
military advisers? . )

.7 Vice~Premiert : lbsolu;oly none. - We aend pooplo o Czechoalovakia fo atudy and
when they: have completsd theéir education » they return: to Syria. Ve don't have a sing
Euuian -military or technical adviser in this'country, ; '

- 3 Teadir When the Svesincident was. ‘touched: off by the I ‘_aali invasion, Syria
mbmied its army and concentrated it along the border vas it that it did.n't
hue ha].p the Egyptiann avoid def -
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B "Vice-Premier: "It was not ordered to advance because of orders from headquarter
gypt. %

The vice-premier:is a very wealthy man, but he talked rather like a socialist
sometimes., e

The interview with the economic minister (leftist mocialiet) went in this way: -

Tmuji: Did you, as the person responsible for the economic development of your
country, egree to spend such a large proportion of your budget as 55 percent on
defense? -

Bconomic Minister: It was 35 percent (%12,000,200) last yesr.

Teuji: Are you willing to receive the economic #id mentioned in Bisenhower's
statement? o :

Economic Minister: TYes, if it is unconditiongl. Put not if there are strings
attached to it. There will be no need to increase defense expenditure only in the
event thet America does not help Israel.

The next interview:wae with the finance minister.

Tsuji: May I mention my respect for the recent decision teken by Syria, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia to give£ 12,000,000 to Jordan as a replacement for Sritish aid, It
is & step toward the unification of the Arab world. Syrie, I understand, is going
to givet 2,500,000. Can you sfford this? Or ere you going to get it from Russia?

s .

. Finance Minister: Syria does not regard Jordan as a foreign country. We consider
that Jordan and Syria are the seme. Our thinking is based upon the bope of Arab unifi-
cation, as well as Syrie's own interests.

And with the vice-chief of staffs _

Tsuji: Whyidid Syris just stsnd idly by and wetch the Eqyptisn Army be defeated
by the Israelis? -

Vice-Chief: We thought th2t the Egyptian Army would be atle to win on its owm.
But, enticipating the participation of Rritish snd Americen troops, we stood by.

The next interview.I bad was with & men of mystery - Col Saraji. He is now in the
news not only in Syria, tut all over the world. At present, he serves as chief of the { -
information section. By discovering that the Iraqi Government had given arms to anti-~
government plotters in Syria, he arrested all the rebels, He has control over the main
pert of the Syrian Army end is considered a communist by the Americans. He seldor sees
newspapermen, i o

Tsujit Your name is very well-known in Japan, You are also considered e central
figure in the coup d'stat and even & communist,

Colonel: ©Before the war, Amsrics and Britain branded anticolonislism as Nazism
or facism. Now they -are labeling pcople who are nationaily conscious as comiunists.

I don't mix in politics, dut devote all my energy to our defense. But they still call
me a communist, LR ’ v :

i I found it very useful to telk to high government officials and uilitary leaders.
But equally worthwhile were the telks I had with students and yowgpeople in Syris.
Talks with four students, three.studying in Damascus, and one at en American-run wni- .
versity, wgre as follow: . o : :

Teuji: You have miiftary conscription in your conntry'. As a young man us well es|-
& student, what do you think of thia?
Students: There 1s" nothing extraordinary sbout the obligetion to defend one's

ecountry. = - SR . )
Tsujit In-Iran,-they also have the military conscription. Put the gons of rich

people meke excuses and ere exempt. Thus, only the sons.of poor men become soldiers.

Is it the same in Syria?
Students: We don't know sbout other countries, but iz Syria, the only men exempt

ere only sons end sick people. S
Tsujit Wnich is more important: Netionalfsm or consciousness of being an Arab? :}.

Q
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"Students: During the days when Syria was under the mandate of France, nationalis
was strong. But now thst we have our indépendence, the racial consciousnees of ths
Arab werld is growing, ° i e

Taujis -which country. do you prefer: France, America, Britain or Russia? :

Studénts: Whether s country ig good or bed depends upon the times. At present, |
France, Britain and America are the enemies of the Arab world. becsuse they are glving | -
help to Israel. T . o

. Tsuji: Then you prefer the Soviet Upion. But vhat about the students in Hungary?

Students: The Soviet Union has not done anything wrong in Syria et this time, bﬂt :
ie doing wrong in fungary, If the Soviet should treat Syria in the futyre as she did |-
. | Bungary, we, like Fungarian students, would fight it,

Tsuji: (directing the guestion at. the student studying at the Americen un
What do you think of US Middle Eastern policy?.

Student:s Those who heve studied et the American university zre now the leaders
of the Arab world. It seems absurb that the Americans ere so afpaid of communism,

The faces of young Syrians are marked with the courage thet shows they will fight
for. the Arab world to resist the West in siding Israeél. A natiopal feeling similar
to thgt at the dawn of the Meiji Ers now exists in Syria."

. B Q 4

"TSUJI, Masanobu (Forn in 1902)

He is s former officer of the now extinct Imperial Japanese Army; a politicie
and ex-member of the House of Representatives (Iiberal Democrats). Known as author of
several books relative to World Wsr II in which he took pert es a staff officer.

Was born in Ishikawe Prefecture., Gradusted from the Militery Academy in
1938; fron the Army Staff College in 1931. Took part in the bsttle in Shanghai area
thet occured that year (as Captain), Lster he wis appointed Cgmmander of a Company
attached to the Miiitary Acadery., Then sttsched to the 2nd Infantry Regiment in
Mito (Iberagi Prefecture); Awantung Army as a Staff officer; Japenese Army in Chinma,
elso as & Staff officer., In the Wer of the Pacific, he took pert in the campaigns
in Singapcre and Guadelcanal, and finslly jn Thailand. On Aug, 15, 1945, he ran away
- | froz the Headquarters of the Jspanese Arty in the Siamese aree, and travelled in the

Assatic Cortinent and in-Japan incognito until the search for the suspected W. P.'s
wes discontinued. In 1950, he resppeared on the surface of the scciety and sturted
writing books. In the genersl electior cf 1952, he came forward es e csndidete for a
geat in the Diet, arnd was returned for Ishikaws Prefecture with the highest mark.
Since then, he hes been elected en M.P. twice (altogether three times taking into eccow
his first election in 1952). With the edvent of the age for rearmament, his opinion
is steadily gairing iniluence on the public. (A few months ego, he rcsigned his
renbership in the Diet due to a2 scandal in which his son wee invol_ved-)

Jooks writien by Mr, Tsuji: "One againet Fifteen”, "3,00C Ri's (2bout
8,000 miles) Trips incognito", ete. . o

Residence: §883, 2-chome, Narimunge Sugunoni-ku, Tokyo

Source: Nihon Jirmei Jiden (Who's Who in Japan, Etc.)"
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